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“Not the boys 
less, but the girls 

more!”
-- Anna Julia Cooper, PhD.



Definitions
● Black Feminism: 

○ A recognition that sexism, class oppression, and racism in America are inextricably bound 
together 

● Womanism: 
○ Considers a Black woman’s culture, family, and spirituality
○ A womanist is triply concerned with herself, other Black women, and the entire Black race, 

female and male - but also all humanity, showing an ever-expanding and ultimately 
universal arc of political concern, empathy, and activism

● Pan African Feminism:
○ An ideology that recognizes the sexism, classism, and racism experienced by Black 

women globally and holds the belief that  the liberation of the Black woman will lead to the 
unity and social uplift of people of African descent worldwide

○ An assertion of a Black woman's right to an equal place in the Black struggle for self-
definition and self-determination



Who is Anna Julia Cooper?
● Educator

● Activist

● Scholar

● A Voice from the South by a 
Black Woman of the South 
(1892)

● 4th Black woman to earn a Ph.D. 
in the United States (1925)

1858-1964



Cooper, the Black Feminist
“[The Black Woman] is confronted by both 

a woman question and a race problem, 
and is yet an unknown or 

unacknowledged factor in both.” 

● Developed Black feminist values due to 
her mother’s life circumstances

● Petitioned the administration at St. 
Augustine’s Normal School and Collegiate 
Institute

● Saw education as a tool of empowerment 
and social transformation



Cooper, the Womanist
“Only the Black woman can say “when and where I 

enter, in the quiet, undisputed dignity of my womanhood, 
without violence and without suing or special patronage, 
then and there the whole Negro race enters with me.””

● Presented before an all Black male clergy 
“Womanhood, a Vital Element in the 
Regeneration and Progress of a Race.”

● Advocated for the elevation of working 
class and poor Blacks through education 
and increased job opportunities

● Lived what bell hooks called “engaged 
pedagogy”



1900 Pan African Congress
● Cooper was one of only a few female representatives to participate in and address the first Pan-

African Congress in London

● She was also one of two Black women invited to present a paper

○ “The Negro Problem in America”

● Served as an elected officer of the Pan-African Congress Executive Committee

○ Concerned about the conditions under which Africans and people of African descent lived

○ Reevaluated and reframed the Eurocentric approach to African history and culture toward 
a more diasporic approach that recognized the significant contributions of Ethiopian and 
Egyptian cultures

○ Examined “the plight of southern Africa” to object to British colonization

● Drafted up a petition to Queen Victoria addressing racial issues in Africa



1925 Sorbonne Dissertation
● L’Attitude de la France a  l'égard de l’esclavage pendant le Révolution ( France’s Attitude toward 

Slavery during the Revolution)

○ Analyzed the dialogic interaction of the Haitian and French revolutions between the year 
1789 - 1794

○ Cooper argued that the actions of the enslaved, the free Blacks (affranchis), and the slave-
owning people of color (gens de couleur) are politically relevant and historically significant 
both to France and to present day Haiti.

■ Suggested that history must attend to its marginal spaces and silenced stories

○ Highlighted Europe’s economic reliance on colonial/human exploitation 

■ Critiqued the gap between democratic theories and exploitative practices 

● emphasized that this gap grew exponentially in the 18th century with the 
emergence of the lucrative sugar trade and its devastating exploitation of slave 
labor



Cooper, the Pan African Feminist
“...the fundamental agency under God in the 
regeneration, the re-training of the race, as well 
as the ground work and starting point of its 
progress upward must be the Black woman.”

● Cooper viewed the issues of race, class, 
and gender as inextricably linked.

● Recognized parallel oppressions 
experienced by Black women and by all 
people of African descent world-wide

● Demonstrated the agency of  Black people

● Saw education as the vehicle that would 
uplift the race


