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JOMO is a Black organization wh ich was founded in May of 1968. The 
organization was founded in st . petersburg, florida , by ghetto youth who had 
learned through experience that the liberation of Black people in america will 
not come about through " normal channels." 

We realize that the very nature of this capitalistic society demands there 
be an exploited class of people. This government cannot rid itself of poverty, 
unemployment, racism and oppression without commiting national suicide. 
The american labor market demands unemployment. It is only the hungry 
clamoring of the unemployed masses seeking entrance into the world of the 
employed that gives the money bosses of this country a bogey man to keep the 
employed from making too many demands. 

It is only the poverty in our ghettoes that provide an ever-ready cheap 
labor market to reinforce that threat; and it is only the racism perpetuated by 
this capitalistic system that keeps oppressed Blacks and whites from coming 
together to utilize their combined strength to rid the oppressed of this country 
and the world of the bloody and avaricious claws of capitalism and racism. 

Although many of the Black youths within the Junta of Militant Organiz· 
ations may not be ab!e to so articulate the plight of the oppressed in america , 
we are all aware of the problems american capitalism and racism have caused us 
directly in our community. 

JOMO is dedicated to the eradication of all the evils existing in the 
Black community, as defined within the Black community. We are immune to 
outside criticism and direction. 

We understand that all the different interest groups which comprise 
america may very well not have the interest of Black people in mind . 

WHAT DOES J-0-M-0 MEAN? 

J-0-M-0 are the initia's for Junta of Militant Organizations. "Junta" 
is a spanish word meaning congress or legislative body. 

Originally JOMO was founded with the idea of creating a central body 
to direct the revolutionary activities throughout this nation. We now realize 
that for many reasons this project was too ambitious. However, what we have 
done is included into the philosophy of JOMO the philosophy of all the so-called 
militant organizations of which we are cognizant. 

The initials of the Junta of Militant Organizations spell out JOMO, 
which is the first name of JOMO Kenyatta, who was head of the revolutionary 
forces in Kenya in West Africa and who is now President of that nation . 

JOMO translated means Burning Spear, which is the name of our 
publication. Our word of greeting and departure is uhuru. This is a word JOMO 
Kenyatta and his revolutionaries called the Mau Maus, made known throughout 
the world . It means freedom . 

(While we realize that the demands listed here are reform, we also under
stand that while a revolutionary program is being created Black people must meet 
immediate needs for mere survival. Here is a list of demands we think are 
necessary for survival.) 

(There are many other immediate needs not spoken to in these demands. 
We understand this. However, we believe that using these as a beginning the 
others can be realized without difficulty.) 

In the name of the Black community, JOMO demands: 



1. Control of ou r schools - - - the curriculum, the hiring and firing and the 
determination of how much money is to be allotted to the schools. 

(Traditionally the schools of the ghetto have not been responsive to the 
needs of the ghetto dwellers. The school curriculum has been based on the 
values of middle-class whites. Consequently, we know nothing of ourselves -
as a people - our culture or our history. Creative young Black teachers who 
have desired to introduce meaningful education to the classroom have been 
afraid to do so at the risk of their jobs, which are controlled by whites. ) 

2. A Police review board composed of a broad section of the Black 
community. 

(This review board will not only give us the power to investigate alleged 
cases of police brutality and the like, but will also give us an opportunity to 
question all policemen proposed for duty within the ghetto, so we will be able 
to determine whether the proposed policemen have attitudes which are conducive 
to meaningful and proper relations with the ghetto as a whole .) 

3 . An end to exploitation by white merchants who have businesses in the 
ghetto. 

(It is no secret to any one that the ghetto dweller pays more for purchases 
than other americans. We propose not only an end to such exploitations, but 
also that all white merchants within the ghetto contribute financially to the 
Black community each month . We understand that white merchants are not in 
the ghetto because of any love for Black peop!e, but rather because the Black 
community presents a ready-made, lucrative market for exploitation.) 

4. Control of all Black public housing. 
(Traditionally Black people who live in public housing have been subjected 

to the most blatant insults . Whites who control public housing have acted in a 
manner designed to dehumanize the occupants - going so far as to inspect 
apartments to determine whether women had men hiding in the closets or under 
the beds. They have also used the fears of Black people to make them turn 
informers on each other in order to prevent being made to move.) 

5. All slumlords having rental property in the Black community be forced to 
turn that property over to the city which will take the rent in escrow and turn 
the property over to the occupants after a designated period of time. 

(The city has always complained about the ineffectiveness of the penalties 
imposed on slumlords as stimulants to improve their properties. The city can 
take the property from the slumlords who refuse to repair their property and 
using the money placed in escrow, hire Black youngsters to make the repairs . 
After the repairs are made the money placed in escrow can be considered as 
payment on the properties. The fact that the city has demonstrated its power 
to confiscate Black-owned property for such things as to make way for highways 
is indicative of the city's power to take slum property for such a proposal as 
ours .) 

6. The lines of our districts be redrawn so the area where Black people are a 
majority will constitute a district, giving Black people the power to elect Black 
local representation who will not have to depend on the white vote for election. 

(By constant gerrymandering of the districts local officials have made 
sure that Black peope never become a majority in any given district. This has 
always been done so whites might have the ultimate say so as to who will rep· 
resent us. If we are so fortunate to have a Black person elected to office that 
person has the white vote to thank for it, not Blacks. Consequently whites get his 
loyalty.) 

7 . Complete control of the Black community. 



ON BLACK CULTURE AND BLACK HISTORY 

ZEKE KENYATIA (WEARING GLASSES), PRIME MINISTER OF JOMO, 

MAKES A POINT TO SISTERS WHILE OTHER MEMBERS LOOK ON. 

We in JOMO realize that we are Africans. The good Christian white 
people who " rescued" us into slavery, thus depriving us of our true culture, 
history, and traditions, have also denied us American citizenship. 

We are not striving to become americans, but simply to become a free 
people, capable of determining our own fate , and capable of addressing ourselves 
to our own peculiar needs as defined by us. 

We identify with our African brothers and sisters in psychological self 
defense. One of the great lies perpetuated by our slavemasters in this country 
is the lie which places our colonizers in the role of christian goodfellows who 
enslaved us for our own good; who rescued us from our savage homeland in 
order to civilize us by putting us in cotton fields, and by making us the subjects 
for lynchings, mainings, ridicule and a thousand white gods. 

It is necessary that we often research our history as a race of people 
to combat the psychological damage the slavemasters are creating each day. 

Furthermore, we realize that before Black people in this country can deal 
sufficiently with our problem, we have to realize that we are not a part of a 
people who hopped on the Mayflower, ticket in hand, eagerly searching out 
adventure and some strange new world to conquer. 

Black people must realize their origin and something of the cultural 
habits of their mother country before any significant assault can be made on 
racist america. 

A man is always reluctant to make cambat with his kin , but once he 
realizes he is not related to someone who is giving him a royal messing around , 
he is more subject to fight. 

Consequently, part of JOMO's uniform is the black dashiki, an Afr ican 
garb, and we place great emphasis on Black history and Black cuiture. 



When we say we are not americans, we mean just that. All the rational · 
1ztng and explaining in the world can not explain away the fact that we made 
our entry into t he free world as slaves; that we came to america kidnapped 
by aliens. 

We realize that while we supplied the muscle which built this country we 
have been systematically denied partic ipation in the decision making. 

The Junta of Militant Organizations (JOMO) is engaged in a cultural 
revolution . It is necessary for Black people to create a psychological and 
philosophical connection with Africa ; it is also necessary for African-americans to 
become familiar with the history of our own people in this country. 

The creation of the connection with Africa , and the search for Afr ican · 
american history is the basis for any cultural revolution. A cultural revolution 
is necessary so that Black people in this country may become psychologically 
independent. 

Before any kind of effective program can be seriously contemplated in 
america for African -americans it is necessary that Black people be able to 
distinguish alternatives. Until we achieve psychological independence it will 
be virtually impossible for us to make serious decisions concerning our lives, 
and to distinguish alternatives. 

Unless African -americans establish a cultural identity peculiar to our 
condition as a race of people any attempt toward Black Liberation will be futile , 
since those of us who are not psychologically independent rely upon the 
definitions and the values of this criminal society for all our determinations. 

An African -american who has not achieved psycholog ical independence 
and attempts to work toward the solution of African -american problems is not 
unlike a white racist who attempts to work for solutions for African-american 
problems, for they both work from the same set of definitions, values, and 
psychological needs, which are american-oriented rather than African -american. 

ON COALITIONS WITH NON-BLACK GROUPS 

Once Stokley Carmichael made the statement, " Our enemy's enemy is 
our friend. " 

JOMO feels that coalitions can be formed with anyone who is f ighting 
the same enemy we are fighting. Our enemy can be easily defined. Our enemy 
is anyone who is the enemy of humanity. 

Our enemy is whoever is responsible for the perpetuation of racism, 
poverty, unemployment, genocide of non-white peoples, and psychological as 
well as physical slavery - in short, our enemy is capitalism and imperialism, 
and the mother of them both is the united states of america . 

We do not take the idea of coalitions lightly. In order for anything to 
coalese equal properties must be present; equal responsibilities . 

Because of the immediate nature of the problems facing the Black 
Community it has little choice but to struggle. This is not true of many other 
elements in american society. For many non-white elements it is necessary 
to dress up their quests for justice in philosophic trappings so complicated they 
are useless. 

JOMO must struggle for existence; so when we talk about coalitions we are 
addressing ourselves to people or groups which intend to support us in our 
struggles, as we define them. 

We do not need anyone to tell us whether we are oppressed or not, 
or to what degree we are oppressed. We need only to look at our mothers and 
fathers, and our friends . We need only to step out of doors, to walk the 
streets, to see our houses. 



MEMBERS OF JOMO STAND IN THE READY DURING A CONFRONTATION 
WITH CITY OFFICIALS. (MINISTER OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, SAUL 

RENTZ, STANDS IN STRIPED TURTLENECKED SHIRT.) 



ON REVOLUTION 

Most students of political science understand that revolution is a valid 
political expression. 

All governments are structured for self-perpetuation. So are all the 
institutions of all governments. Anything short of this would be suicidal. 
Consequently, any government based on racism, exploitation, capitalism, and 
imperialism, has built into its very fibre the means to perpetuate it. 

Furthermore, any government based on racism, exploitation, capitalism, 
and imperialism, is a tyrannical government, and ought to be destroyed for the 
good of humanity. If such a government can be destroyed by singing " We Shall 
Overcome," very good . However, history gives us a rather good idea of how 
governments are changed, destroyed and begun, and nowhere in history do we 
see a government, completely independent, which did not establish itself through 
violent revolution . 

The Junta of Militant Organizations recognizes the validity of revolution . 
Any oppressed and tyrannized people have, not only the right to make revolution , 
but the duty. 

When speaking to anyone, a language must be spoken which is mutually 
understood. Only a fool would get into the ring with Muhammed Ali or Sonny 
Liston and sing "We Shall Overcome" . Most of us understand this would not be 
the proper language for the occasion. 

In the same sense it is ridiculous to react with love to a billy club, 
or mace, or tear gas, or unjust imprisonment. 

JOMO understands that the exploitation, degradation, oppression and 
suppression of Black people in this country are not self imposed . The violence 
turned upon African -americans is created and sustained by forces not presently 
within the control of African-americans. 

The results of american violence against African-americans are many 
and diverse. The scars left upon the African-american have created mountains 
of literature and studies by people in fields as diverse as the problems of 
america's Black victims. Consequently, we see sociologists, economists, psychi
atrists, and psychologists, and a host of other "specialists" claiming special 
knowledge and solutions for African-americans. 

However, with all the studies being made of African-american problems, 
we see no progress being made toward the elimination of the injustices 
inflicted upon our people each day in this country. We are aware that it is 
an american tradition to study Black people and their problems whenever the 
cry for African-american Liberation becomes too loud and insistent. We also 
understand that although such studies have been going on for more than a 
hundred years African -americans are still left essentially powerless, and cannot 
freely make decisions and determinations concerning our own lives. 

Furthermore, we are convinced that the united states government has '" 
no intention to solve the problems of African-americans. 



ON VIOLENCE 

MINISTER OF DEFENSE, GEORGE WASHINGTON LUMUMBA 

JOMO does not have a position on vio:ence. We talk about freedom at 
any means necessary. Those persons who get upset when they hear such a 
statement, get upset only because they have as litt le faith in the "american way" 
as we do. They feel that the only way we can get freedom is with the gun. 

In JOMO we attempt to never forget that this nation was founded on 
violence . We know that there are at least t wo hundred ninety Indian reservations 
in this country as a result of american vio lence. We realize that a romantic 
american novel called " The Last of the Mohicans" was made possible through 
american violence. H. Rap Brown has been quoted as saying, "vio lence is as 
american as cherry pie. " We find no qua rrel with that statement. 

Members of JOMO have never heard anyone question that famous 
statement by Patrick Henry, "Give me liberty or give me death !" Members of 

't JOMO are much influenced like all americans by that statement. 

We feel that the argument for non-violence is a good argument, but that 
it would be even better if this country had dropped Bib les instead of atom 
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. We fee l the argument for non-violence 
is a good argument, but it would be an even better argument if the american 
troops now in Vietnam would have left their napalm and rifles home and had 
gone there singing " we shall over come" instead. 

We find it strange that the american government never addresses itself 
to non-violence until it is the possible subject of violence . 

We would find it much easier t o address ourselves to non-violence if 
some of the poverty, unemployment, and starvation we see and live with 
everyday were non-violent. 



Two of the heroes of JOMO are now serving five·and·ten ·year non-violent 
sentences in prison because they are members of JOMO, and a third has a 
possible six years hanging over his head. 

The history of Black-white relations in this country has been stained a 
bloody red by the violence of whites against Blacks, and nowhere has a word 
been spoken in favor of non -violent lynchings. 

When we talk about freedom at any means necessary, that is exactly what 
we mean. Nothing more; nothing less. 

The need for the kind of program adopted by JOMO, with emphasis 
placed on 1.) the perpetuation of the African-american species; 2.) total liber· 
ation of Black people ; 3 .) The defense of African-americans against all 
foreign aggression is tantamount to African -american survival. For this reason 
JOMO is working toward the goal of making such a program an African-american 
program rather than a JOMO program. We feel the ideal situation is the 
absorption of JOMO into the general African·american colony through program 
integration. 

In other words the movement must become a way of life for the 
entire African-american colony if we are to survive as a race of people . The 
African -american colony can therefore cause the extinction of JOMO by integrating 
the JOMO program into its everyday life style. 

So, what we are really talking about is creating a new and dynamic 
life style for African -americans, a life style which will make it possible ·ior 
African -americans to become their own advocates , create and control their own 
institutions, based on the peculiarity of the African-american dilemma . 

Presently the life style of African -americans is based on dependency and 
the good will of the mother country, america . What we are attempting to do 
then, is create a program designed for African -american Liberation, with JOMO 
becoming its nucleus, and allowing the program to go out from the organization 
into the general African-american colony, changing from a program as such and 
becoming an integral part of the African -american life style . 

WHAT JOMO BELIEVES 

1. The united states of america is a colonized nation where Black people 
are being colonized by america, the mother country. 

2 . Black people have no responsibility - morally or legally -to perpetuate, 
sustain or protect this country which is actively oppressing us. 

3 . Because of the fact of our colonization, Black people have no responsibility 
to the law which was made without our consent and without consideration for 
our interest. 

4 . All Black people in jails and prisons throughout this country are therefore 
political prisoners and not criminals. 

5. america is a criminal society which has historically and traditionally made 
it her unspoken and unwritten foreign and domestic policy to enslave, destroy 
and wipe out from this earth all non·white peoples she comes into contact with . 

6. america is an all-white nation in fact, and plans to eliminate the so-called 
negro problem by eliminating the so-called negro. 

7. Black people must begin to contr'ol the political , economic and social power 
of our community. 

8 . Black people must begin to acquire land, which is the basis for revolution 
and liberation and must establish independent businesses which will make it 
possible to employ our people and will help to prepare us for the day when it 
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may be necessary to build our own nation and separate from this brutal, 
racist nation. 

9. Black people must form alliances with all other oppressed people all over 
the world, so we will be able to depend on support much greater than the 
20 - 30-million Black people here in t his country. 

10. Black people must broaden their struggle beyond the arena of civil rights 
and move into the field of human rights, so we can bring this racist country 
before the world body called the United Nations and air our grievances before 
the world and have amercia condemned before all the other non-white nations 
of the world . 

11. Black people must view this racist oppressive nation just as we view any 
other enemy we have. We must view this nation just as this nation views its 
enemies, and we must be prepared to react to her oppression and brutality 
toward our people accordingly. 

12. Black people must not allow themselves to be drafted into the racist wars of 
america which are generally directed toward other oppressed peoples anyway. 
We must refuse to f ight for a nation which refuses to recognize the humanity 
of 20 - 30 million Black people right here on th is continent. 

13. The battleground for Black people is in the streets of america . 

14. It is the duty of all Black people to arm themselves so they will be able 
to protect their families when this racist white power structure decides to revert 
to the "good old days" and swoop down into the Black community to eliminate 
the Black man . 

THE JUNTA OF MILITANT ORGANIZATIONS 

State Office - 2450 Harrington Avenue So. 

St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 

D I would like to become a member of JOMO. Enclosed is 
a $2.00 check or money order for 1 year membership. 

D I would not like to become a member of JOMO, but enclose 
a $ ________ __ donation. 

D I would like to donate $ _____ _____ __ (enclosed) toward the 
development of another pamphlet giving information about 
this organization . 

(Please make all checks or money orders to JOMO) 
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